

ADOPTED 7/26/16


Introduced by Council Members Carter, Schellenberg and Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-448-A
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE HONORABLE GEORGE R. GROSSE, AN ACCOMPLISHED BUSINESSMAN, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, PUBLIC OFFICE HOLDER, MAN OF FAITH AND DEVOUT FAMILY MAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
of George Grosse’s life, it can be said that he devoted himself to helping others, serving his community, becoming a role model for his grandchildren and great-grandchildren and forever living his strong Christian faith; George Grosse genuinely  epitomized  the American dream; and

WHEREAS,
a life-long resident of Jacksonville’s Westside, George Grosse was born on March 15, 1930; he was a graduate of Baldwin High School; and

WHEREAS,
in the early days of his career, George Grosse was a chicken farmer; he subsequently became a journeyman carpenter and in 1957 became a Deputy Sheriff of the Duval County Road Patrol; in 1968, Mr. Grosse was named Officer of the Year for the consolidated Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and was elected president of the Duval County Fraternal Order of Police, a post that he held to his retirement from the Sheriff’s Office in 1970; and
WHEREAS,
recognizing George Grosse’s reputation for honesty and dealing fairly with people, in 1973, Mr. Grosse was elected State Representative for House District 15 which covered western  Duval County and Baker, Nassau and Union Counties; he served for three terms, resigning in 1977 when the President of the United States appointed him  the U.S. Marshall for the Middle District of Florida, serving in that capacity until 1982; he subsequently was appointed by the Mayor of Jacksonville to the Board of Directors of the JEA, serving as Chairman;  and

WHEREAS,
in the 1990s, George Grosse was honored on numerous occasions for his active leadership of the Boy Scouts of America’s Great Northern District; and
WHEREAS,
George Grosse was widely recognized as an accomplished businessman; his entrepreneurial endeavors included  Gateway Concrete Contractors, a 120-bed skill nursing facility, a polygraph company and numerous real estate ventures;  and

WHEREAS,
above all else, George Grosse cherished his family and his church; for more than 25 years, he served as a Deacon in the Westside Baptist Church; Corene, his wife of 63 years, his daughter and two sons, sister Penny, six grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild meant the world to Mr. Grosse and they will sorely miss him; and 
WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s strength is rooted in citizens and leaders like George R. Grosse, who give of themselves, who relentlessly strive to help others and who commit their time and energies to bettering their community and city; George Grosse’s imprint on Jacksonville’s Westside will forever have a positive impact; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of the Honorable George R. Grosse and extends its deepest sympathy to his family and friends.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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